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How to make the mapping of social value
work
This study by Eli Hatleskog and Flora Samuel, winner of the RIBA President’s Awards for
Research – cities and community, investigates how collaborative mapping of social value can
help create cohesive, happy communities
Following the UK government’s Social Value Act, ‘Mapping Eco Social Assets’ explores
how practitioners working in the urban environment can, co-design of maps with
communities to capture and share attributes of a place which typically remain undervalued or
hidden.
The research aimed to support negotiations across different points of view and contested
interests. While it is generally agreed that broader involvement in planning and design
processes can benefit society, specific approaches and methods often remain vague and do
not link with the needs of local authorities. The research created and tested methods for
inclusive architectural research which included not only local voices and interpretations, but
also evolved in response to some of the real challenges and barriers faced by a local
authority.
‘Social value’ is an ill-defined term often used to explore how limited resources can be put to
best use, by examining the collective benefit, beyond cost savings, that allocation of public
money can have. UK government organisations are supposed to make planning and spending
decisions with regard to environmental, social and economic values, the triple bottom line of
sustainability, that form the foundation of the Treasury Green Book. However, lack of
consensus on how to measure social and environmental value means decisions typically focus
on economic value. Without sufficient methods to discuss and promote alternate forms of
value in the built environment, the current market driven approach will simply continue.
To explore local interpretations of social value, map-making methods were developed to
collaboratively map Orts Road and Newtown, east of Reading. The activities supported broad
discussions about values and assets which included different perspectives and interpretations.
Without seeking to quantify values locally, the maps highlighted areas of interest and
potential which could benefit from future development and/or investment. A novel assetbased spatial approach to social value was developed which evidenced social value at the
neighbourhood scale in a format useful to decision-makers. The project demonstrated the
agency of mapping methods that can generate co-produced urban knowledge, develop
capacity and make arguments for value-responsive improvements and development.
Following public map-making workshops, multi-layered digital maps were drawn and
discussed with the local authority. This supported reflections on how social values interacted
and combined across the neighbourhood and connected with the town, and showed that
values are interdependent and perform spatially. Since social values resist metrics, they are
difficult to communicate to decision-makers, so we explored how ‘softer’ forms of data could
be represented and how architectural practice research can translate local situated knowledge
and values into an accessible format which provides consistent evidence that can support
holistic decision-making and entrepreneurial approaches to working in the city.

The project highlighted some of the challenges of linking neighbourhood perspectives with
local government processes. Values across the public sphere are often contested, which was
apparent through the research. Strategic and innovative mapping can make opportunities to
learn more about common values and to create robust approaches to developing potential in
the urban environment. This route has many potential applications, such as: accurate
definition of electoral boundaries based on community self-perception, participation in the
co-creation of local development plans, city models that account for social value, building
procurement based on social value outcomes, and the use of social value in planning. Most
importantly social value can be used to help make an evidence-based case for resisting
developments that are destructive to communities.
To understand social value in a complex and rich environment, our starting point was quite
simply to ask people what they valued most locally. Conversations were structured around
the planning and making of eco-social value maps. The process emphasised positive, existing
assets and promoted discussions about what was appreciated most locally. The project
developed a set of methods for evidencing social value spatially that can be replicated at
different scales and locations. It raised awareness of the social value of places and buildings,
something that needs to be factored into policy and procurement going forward particularly in
the aftermath of Covid-19. It also began to consider ways in which social return on
investment financial proxies might be used to monetise social value spatially, which has not
been done before. Importantly for the profession, it modelled a potential role for architecture
and planning professionals in supporting consultation for local development plans.
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Social work is relatively new to GIS, but social work is not new to mapping. A century ago, social workers played a leading role in the
social survey movement that brought muckrak-ing journalists, settlement house workers, busi-nessmen, academics, and charitable
founda-tions together around a common approach to studying communities.Â Mapping is critical to understanding how and why the
environment impacts individuals, but at an even more basic level, maps can provide powerful evidence of disparity.Â The electronic
GIS re-placed the maps with pins the department had been using, making it easier to map clients. FIGURE 2. Segregation of Blacks in
Philadelphia Area, by Census Tract. Black population, 2000 0%â€“9.9% 10%â€“24.9% 25%â€“49.9% 50%â€“79.9% 80%â€“98.7%.
Social Work Salaries - How Much Do Social Workers Make? Social Work vs Counseling vs Psychology. Concentrations in Online MSW
Programs.Â Macro social work is a broad field that centers on investigating larger scale social problems, and developing and
implementing social interventions to make positive change at the community, state and national levels.Â â€œIt should be rooted in the
values of social work, outlined by the NASW (National Association of Social Workers) and motivated by a desire to improve the lives of
others.â€ Community Educators. See how social networks create value in career management. See how social networks create value in
and across organizations. You probably have an intuitive sense of how and why social networks are valuable for you, personally and
professionally. The successful 2008 U.S. presidential campaign of Barack Obama provides a dramatic example of how individuals can
benefit when they understand and apply the principles and power of social networking (Cox, 2008).Â The addition of Calsura calcium
makes any food or drink a great source of the daily calcium needed for building stronger bones faster in kids, and keeping bones
stronger throughout adulthood; Calsura is proven to be 30% more absorbable than regular calcium. When you learn how to map social
networks, you can open the door to a greater understanding of humanity's interconnected nature and how that creates ...Â Your map
should be a constant work-in-progress as you try to expand your list of social connections. Networking can be an important tool to help
you advance in your career, your education, or even your social life. Taking advantage of these maps and other available resources can
make online social networking much more efficient and effective. . Was this page useful? Yes No.

