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Much of Lesléa Newman's writing career has been devoted to exploring the many
different identities that live within each individual and the various ways those
identities interact and express themselves. As a Jewish femme lesbian-feminist writer
of poetry, fiction, and children's books, Newman draws on her own experience to
describe the complex tapestry that results when a variety of identities are woven together.

Born on November 5, 1955, Newman grew up in a middle-class family in the Brooklyn neighborhood of
Brighton Beach. She and her two brothers were raised not only by their parents, but also by their maternal
grandmother who lived across the street. Her outspoken, feisty bubbe (Yiddish for grandmother) would
become a major influence and role model for young Lesléa, and would turn up in many of her novels and
children's stories, including Remember That (1996), Matzo Ball Moon (1998), and In Every Laugh a Tear
(1998).
Newman began writing poetry by the age of eight, but she did not turn her hand to fiction until she was
twenty-seven, the same year she came out as a lesbian. In 1982 she moved from New York City to the East
coast lesbian mecca of Northampton, Massachusetts. There she soon discovered her own lesbian identity. By
the mid-1980s she was writing poetry and novels, many about the Jewish dyke experience.
In 1989, Newman was impelled to write her first children's book when a lesbian friend complained that
there were no books where her child could read about her own experience as the daughter of a lesbian. She
asked Newman to rectify this, and the result was Heather Has Two Mommies, a straightforward story of a
little girl who has "two arms, two hands, two legs, two eyes, two ears, two hands and two feet," and two
lesbian mommies.
First published by a small press Newman and a friend founded to issue it because no established publisher
would touch the theme, Heather soon became one of the most controversial books in the country, outraging
right wing conservatives. By 1994 it had become the second most banned book in the United States.
Newman went on to write a number of other children's books, exploring topics from fat oppression
(Belinda's Bouquet, 1991) and gay families (Gloria Goes to Gay Pride, 1991) to Jewish culture (Matzo Ball
Moon) and pets (Cats, Cats, Cats!, 2001). She has also written books on sensitive issues for young adults,
such as Fat Chance (1994), about eating disorders, and Jail Bait (2005), which tackles sexual abuse.
Newman has also written over two dozen books for adults, ranging from love poetry to novels and short
stories. In addition, she has edited a number of anthologies of fiction, poetry, and nonfiction. In all her
work she examines and reveals the complex issues that lesbians and gay men face as they resolve their
relationships with their birth families and create families of choice.
In one of her best-known pieces, "A Letter to Harvey Milk" (1987), Newman ties Jewish history and
oppression to the struggle for gay liberation through a rambling letter written to the slain San Francisco
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politician by an older straight Jewish man. The older man's grudging respect for Milk's work and grief over
his murder touched a deep chord with readers, and the story has been adapted as both a stage play and a
film.
In addition to publishing her own writing, Newman has also worked to encourage and help other women
explore the written word. As part of this effort, she has published Write from the Heart: Inspiration and
Exercises for Women Who Want to Write (1993, rev. ed. 2003), and she also offers Write From the Heart
writing workshops for women.
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LeslÃ©a Newman, born November 5, 1955 in Brooklyn, New York City, is an American author, editor, and feminist. LeslÃ©a Newman
has written and edited 70 books and anthologies. She has written about such topics as being a Jew, body image and eating disorders,
lesbianism, lesbian and gay parenting, and her gender role as a femme. Her best-known work is the controversial Heather Has Two
Mommies. In 1990, many gay and lesbian couples and their children found the first reflections of their families in this About Leslea
Newman. LeslÃ©a Newman is the author of 75 books for readers of all ages including the teen novel in verse, OCTOBER MOURNING:
A SONG FOR MATTHEW SHEPARD; the middle grade novel, HACHIKO WAITS; the poetry collection, I CARRY MY MOTHER; the
short story collection, A LETTER TO HARVEY MILK; and the children's books, A SWEET PASSOVER, THE BOY WHO CRIED
FABULOUS, KETZEL, THE.Â Prime members enjoy FREE Delivery and exclusive access to music, movies, TV shows, original audio
series, and Kindle books. > Get started. Books By Leslea Newman. All Formats Kindle Edition Audible Audiobook Paperback Hardcover
See more Sort by: Popularity Popularity Price: Low to High Price: High to Low Avg. Welcome to my website, where you can learn about
all things LeslÃ©a: books I write, presentations I offer, mentoring services, and more! I started my literary career by publishing poems in
Seventeen magazine when I was a teenager and I never looked back. Some of my best known titles are: October Mourning: A Song for
Matthew Shepard; A Letter to Harvey Milk; Hachiko Waits; Sparkle Boy; and of course, Heather Has Two Mommies. LeslÃ©a Newman
(born 1955, Brooklyn, NY) is the author of over 50 books including Heather Has Two Mommies, A Letter To Harvey Milk, Writing From
The Heart, In Every Laugh a Tear, The Femme Mystique, Still Life with Buddy, Fat Chance and Out of the Closet and Nothing to Wear.
She has received many literary awards including Poetry Fellowships from the Massachusetts Artists Fellowship Foundation and the
National Endowment for the Arts, the Highlights for Children Fiction Writing Award, the James Baldwin Award for Cultural Achievement,
and two Pushcart Prize Nominations.

Newman, LeslÃ©a 1955-PERSONAL:Born November 5, 1955, in New York, NY; daughter of Edward and Florence Newman; married
Mary Vazquez. Education: University of Vermont, B.S., 1977; Naropa Institute, certificate in poetics, 1980. Religion: Jewish. Hobbies
and other interests: Bowling, crossword puzzles, collage-making. Source for information on Newman, LeslÃ©a 1955-: Contemporary
Authors, New Revision Series dictionary.Â PERSONAL: Born November 5, 1955, in New York, NY; daughter of Edward and Florence
Newman; married Mary Vazquez. Education: University of Vermont, B.S., 1977; Naropa Institute, certificate in poetics, 1980. Religion:
Jewish. Hobbies and other interests: Bowling, crossword puzzles, collage-making. Leslie Milton Newman was born on month day 1944,
at birth place, New York, to Max Neumann and Mara Newman (born Lysova). Mara was born on June 1 1924, in Berlin, Germamy.
Leslie married Linda Arlene Griggs (born Kelley).Â They had one child. Leslie passed away of cause of death on month day 1999, at
age 54 at death place, California. Documents of Leslie Milton Newman. Leslie Milton Newman 1944Leslie Milton Newman in U.S. Public
Records Index. Leslie Milton Newman was born on month day 1944. Leslie lived on month day 1978, at address. He lived on month day
1992, at address. LeslÃ©a Newman, born November 5, 1955 in Brooklyn, New York City,[1] is an American author, editor, and feminist.
Career. LeslÃ©a Newman has written and edited 70 books and anthologies. She has written about such topics as being a Jew, body
image and eating disorders, lesbianism, lesbian and gay parenting, and her gender role as a femme. Her best-known work is the
controversial Heather Has Two Mommies. In 1990, many gay and lesbian couples and their children found the first reflections of their
families in this picture book.[2] She was later the subject of another similar controversy in 1997, wh Dr. Leslie B. Newman, Pasadena,
California. 230 likes. Hello, and thanks for visiting my page. I'm Dr. Leslie and this is â€”the empowering, learningÂ I'm taking Guitar
lessons, and I learned a new song--"I'll Never Love Again". I practiced it over and over and over until I nailed it. Now I can't get it out of
my head, and I don't like how it feels. Department of Pharmacology. Leslie Newman. Leslie Newman. The Ohio State University | OSU
Â· Department of Pharmacology. PhD.Â How we measure 'reads'. A 'read' is counted each time someone views a publication summary
(such as the title, abstract, and list of authors), clicks on a figure, or views or downloads the full-text. Learn more. 302.

