Tolkien. essentially created the High Fantasy genre in his spare time , while being a world renowned philologist (specialist in languages
and their origins) and a tenured, chaired Oxford professor. He was a veteran of WWI , and fought in some of the most horrific battles of
that terrible conflict.Â George RR Martin published A Game Of Thrones 1997, long after the Cold War was over (I note military conflicts
here mostly because WWII affected culture, and literature, in ways far greater than this answer permits to elaborate). In terms of their
endeavour, both authors set up to accomplish totally different things.Â Tolkien has credibly been called the greatest writer in English of
the 20th century, and I really have to agree. Russia Beyond has compiled a list of the most important literary works, and if you read them
all, then youâ€™ll better understand the Russian mentality. 1. The Minor, by Denis Fonvizin. Catherine the Great prohibited Fonvizin to
publish other literary works, which was the price paid for his biting satire on Russian life. G.O.Valk.Â This is the story of Grigoriy
Pechorin, a Russian officer traveling and serving in the Caucasus region. This bon vivant created by Russian poet and writer, Mikhail
Lermontov, joins the gallery of â€˜superfluous manâ€™ of 19th century Russian literature that began with Pushkinâ€™s Eugene
Onegin. A highly educated member of Russian aristocratic society, Pechorin is cynical, nihilistic and melancholic. The post-modernist
works at the end of the 20th century were one of the outlets of the negative feelings of the society in crisis and explain the withdrawal
into the theatre of the absurd and dark irony. Victor Pelevin, Lyudmila Petrushevskaya, Vladimir Sorokin were on the front lines of the
new literary wave at the beginning of the new millennium and their contribution to the renaissance of Russian literature is essential.
Pelevinâ€™s Chapaev I pustota is one of the best books of our times, as well as works of Petrushevskaya and Sorokin.Â There are a
number of trends that have the potential to become distinctive characteristics of the Russian literary process in the future. Is it possible
to define the options as New Realism vs. Magic Realism?

