Gould's Book of Fish is a tour de force that questions the reliability of history and science, and the substance of artistic creation. Michiko
Kakutani of The New York Times called it "a huge, phantasmagorical work as inventive and visionary in its reimagination of history as
[Toni] Morrison's masterwork, Beloved." "Gould's Book of Fish ...is by turns bawdy and pensive, moving and abrasive, visionary and
squalid, apocalyptic and confessional." - - Chris Lehmann, The Washington Post Book World "Flanagan's masterful balancing act
between what Gould's book of fish. A Novel in 12 Fish. By Richard Flanagan. 404 pages. Grove Press. $27.50. ''Gould's Book of Fish'' is
a novel about fish the way ''Moby-Dick'' is a novel about whales, or ''Ulysses'' is a novel about the events of a single day.Â The fish
Gould so obsessively paints -- in 12 different colors, 12 different moods -- become representative figures of the people he encounters on
his travels, as well as symbolic renderings of his own most deeply held dreams and fears. Yet the novel, which was inspired by a series
of fish paintings made by a 19th-century convict and forger named William Buelow Gould, is not simply an imagined account of its hero's
picaresque life. Richard Flanagan's latest novel, Gould's Book of Fish, tells old stories in unlikely places: the last pages are penned at
the bottom of the ocean. Flanagan, a Tasmanian, has sought to tell the story of his homeland. His first novel, Death of a River Guide, is
narrated by a drowning man as the story of the island is revealed to him.Â While imprisoned, he made watercolours of local fish which
were collected into a book: 12 are reproduced here as plates that serve as chapter prefaces. The chapters are in turn named after them.
Each is printed in a different colour ink, corresponding to the substances Gould uses to pen his account: red for kangaroo blood, blue for
crushed stolen precious stone, brown for his own excrement and so on. Download the new Independent Premium app. Other articles
where Gouldâ€™s Book of Fish: A Novel in Twelve Fish is discussed: Richard Flanagan: His novel Gouldâ€™s Book of Fish: A Novel in
Twelve Fish (2001), about a 19th-century convict living in Tasmania, was awarded the 2002 Commonwealth Writers Prize for best book
as well as the Commonwealthâ€™s Regional Prize for best book. The Unknown Terrorist (2006) was a modern-day thrillerâ€¦Â His
novel Gouldâ€™s Book of Fish: A Novel in Twelve Fish (2001), about a 19th-century convict living in Tasmania, was awarded the 2002
Commonwealth Writers Prize for best book as well as the Commonwealthâ€™s Regional Prize for best book. The Unknown Terrorist
(2006) was a modern-day thrillerâ€¦ Read More.

