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These illustrations help with identification at
sea, as well as when examining an animal
beached on land.
Other chapters include a chapter on basic
marine mammal biology, which is an informative overview; a chapter on taxonomic
groupings, which is an unusual section for
most guides but extremely useful; a glossary;
useful references; and the really distinguishing feature of this book, a chapter of
dichotomous identification keys based on
external appearance and skull morphology.
These latter keys are very useful and are
unusual in most field guides to marine
mammals. Furthermore, most field guides
are for a limited range of marine mammals,
whereas this one covers all known species of
marine mammals, including a couple only
discovered in the last 5 yr. Thus, the wildlife
professional armed with this guide should be
able to identify a marine mammal at sea,
dead on the beach, or from a skull, and have
a good set of basic biologic information
necessary to understand health threats. The
section on threats is useful for managers and
veterinarians not familiar with the conservation status of a particular species but who
need a quick orientation.
This guide is thus an excellent addition to
the library of any wildlife disease professional,
providing all the current information on basic
species identification needed to identify, and
have a basic understanding of, a marine
mammal observed at sea or on the necropsy
table. The guide is useful for students,
biologists, managers, and veterinarians alike.
It stands out from the many other smaller or
older field guides to marine mammals currently available because of its breadth of
information, its beautiful illustrations, and its
carefully constructed dichotomous keys. I
thoroughly recommend it to all marine mammal enthusiasts as a quintessential guide to
species identification.

Review by Frances Gulland
. Gulland
This guide to marine mammals is the latest
guide to these animals that fascinate not only
many wildlife disease professionals but also
the general public. Such guides are regularly
produced because of the broad interest in
identifying marine mammal species by a wide
range of people, including students of all ages,
tourists, and wildlife managers, as well as
wildlife disease professionals. These guides
differ in the breadth and depth of information
given, their target audience, the accuracy of
species descriptions, the utility of keys in
distinguishing species, and their ease of use
and handiness in the field (size, weight, and
durability). This guide is the most up-to-date
of recent guides and is pitched at a generalist
audience but gives thorough species accounts
and excellent dichotomous keys that make it
particularly useful to wildlife disease professionals likely to examine skulls and beached
carcasses.
The guide has 12 chapters, the main three
chapters consisting of individual species accounts of the cetaceans, pinnipeds, and
sirenians. These species accounts go through
each individual marine mammal species;
describe species it can be confused with; give
species characteristics, distribution, ecology,
prey, behavior, threats, and International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
status (although not the US Endangered
Species Act listing status); and list useful
references. The pages for each species account
are marked along the edge of the book in
different colors for easy reference, and each
account is beautifully illustrated with both
photographs and drawings of the animals.

Frances Gulland, Director, Marine Mammal Center,
Marin Headlands, 2000 Bunker Road, Fort Cronkhite,
Sausalito, California 94965 (Gulland@Tmmc.org).
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Start by marking â€œMarine Mammals of the World: A Comprehensive Guide to Their Identification: A Comprehensive Guide to Their
Identificationâ€ as Want to Read: Want to Read savingâ€¦ Want to Read.Â * Contains superb photographs of every species of marine
mammal for accurate identification * Authorsâ€™ collective experience adds up to 80 years, and have seen nearly all of the species and
distinctive geographic forms described in the guide * Provides the most detailed and anatomically accurate illustrations currently
available * Special emphasis is placed on the identification of species in â€œproblem groups,ï¿½ such as the beaked. Identification
Guide. Marine mammals can be difficult to identify at sea. Even under ideal conditions, an observer often gets little more than a brief
view of a splash, blow, dorsal fin, head, flipper, or back, and this is often at a great distance. Rough weather, glare, fog, or other bad
sighting conditions compound the problem. Even experts often must log a sighting as â€œunidentifiedâ€ or on an easily confused pair or
group of species. In all cases, this designation, accompanied by a detailed description is preferable to recording an incorrect
identification.Â Sides of the head & body light grey, gradually becoming deeper until it forms a dark bluish-grey cape on the back. IndoPacific bottlenose dolphin , Tursiops aduncus. newborn is 85cm-112cm. With coverage on all the marine mammals of the world, authors
Jefferson, Webber, and Pitman have created a user-friendly guide to identify marine mammals alive in nature (at sea or on the beach),
dead specimens â€œin hand, and also to identify marine mammals based on features of the skull.Â * Contains superb photographs of
every species of marine mammal for accurate identification * Authorsâ€™ collective experience adds up to 80 years, and have seen
nearly all of the species and distinctive geographic forms described in the guide * Provides the most detailed and anatomically accurate
illustrations currently available * Special emphasis is placed on the identification of species in â€œproblem groups, such as the beaked
whales

